
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF KERN  

ADOPTION 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADOPTING A MINOR 
1. COMPLETE THE FORMS. Type or print, blue or black ink only. You can download fillable forms

from www.courts.ca.gov/forms. When completing your forms, you are REQUIRED to use full
names (initials are not acceptable) for all parties, this includes Biological Parent(s), Adopting
Parent(s) and Child(ren). Local Rule of Court 6.20(b) 

� Complete Notice of Lodging and attach a Certified Copy of the Minor’s Birth Certificate. If you are 
filing a Stepparent Adoption you will also include your Marriage License. (File Original)  

� Complete Adoption Request (ADOPT-200). This form MUST be notarized. Attach the completed 
Indian Child Inquiry Attachment (ICWA-010(A)) (File Original and 1 Copy) 

� Complete Parent Notification of Indian Status (ICWA-020) (File Original and 1 Copy) 
� Complete Adoption Agreement (ADOPT-210) (File Original) 

� Complete Adoption Order (ADOPT-215) (File Original and 1 Copy) 

2. FILING FEE.  There is a fee of $20.00 per child to file. Make payment payable to Kern County Superior Court.

3. FILE YOUR FORMS. File your forms with the Family Law Department along with the appropriate copies. If you 
do not have an attorney or typing service, include a self-addressed stamped envelope with sufficient postage to 
return the endorsed copies to you.

4. INVESTIGATION.

• For Independent/Relative Adoptions, a filed copy of the Adoption Request (ADOPT-200) will be
mailed by the Family Law Department to the Department of Social Services in Fresno.

• For International or Agency Adoptions, a filed copy of the Adoption Request (ADOPT-200) will be
mailed by the Family Law Department to The State Department of Social Services.

5. INVESTIGATION REPORT. After you receive the final investigation report, complete and file the form
Adoption Expenses (ADOPT-230). Once ADOPT-230 is filed, the Clerk will reach out to you to set 
Adoption Hearing.

Family Law Department 
ASK TO SPEAK TO THE  

ADOPTION/ABANDOMENT CLERK 
(661) 610-6400

NOTICE 
PERSONNEL OF THE CLERKS OFFICE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT ARE NOT ALLOWED BY LAW 

TO GIVE LEGAL ADVICE OR ASSIST IN THE PREPARATION OF ANY FORMS. 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms


If you have any questions, please contact the CDSS Adoptions Regional/Field 
Office or the delegated county adoption agency (Alameda, Los Angeles, or San 
Diego) in your area for more information.  You may also check CDSS’ website 
at www.childsworld.ca.gov.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

• The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) or delegated county adoption
agency is required to investigate all Independent Adoption Petitions and submit a final
report to the court with its findings within 180 days of receipt of 50 percent of the fee, or
longer as determined by the court, as long as full payment has been received. (effective
10/1/2008)

• The fee for the cost of the investigation of an Independent Adoption petition is $4,500.
(effective 10/1/2008)

• The fee for the cost of the investigation of an Independent Adoption petition for a family
with a completed, valid pre-placement evaluation is $1,550.   The pre-placement
evaluation must be less than one year old and meet the requirements of Family Code
Section 8811.5. (effective 10/1/2008)

• The fee for the cost of the investigation of an Independent Adoption petition for a family
with a completed, valid private agency adoption home study is $1,550.  The agency
adoption home study must be less than two years old at the time of filing a petition.
(effective 1/1/2013)

• Once the petition is filed with the court, a copy and 50 percent of the fee shall be mailed to
CDSS or the delegated county adoption agency. (effective 10/1/2008)

 The 180 day time-frame will begin once the Department or delegated adoption
agency has received a copy of the filed petition and 50 percent of the fee.

• The remaining 50 percent of the fee shall be paid no later than the date determined by
CDSS or the delegated county adoption agency.  The CDSS or delegated county adoption
agency cannot file the final court report until the remainder of the fee is paid. (effective
10/1/2008)

• The fee for all Independent Adoption investigations is non-refundable.

• Request for fee waivers will no longer be accepted. (effective 10/1/2008)

• The fee may be reduced in some cases, where the prospective adoptive parent(s) is in the
lower income category, according to the income limits published by the Department of
Housing and Community Development (http://www.hcd.ca.gov/hpd/hrc/rep/state/incNote.html),
and making the required payment would be detrimental to the welfare of an adopted child.
However, in no case will the fee be reduced to less than $500. (effective 1/1/2014)

• Adopting families may be eligible for a tax credit for qualifying expenses paid to adopt an
eligible child (http://www.irs.gov/taxtopics). Please consult your tax advisor.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA • HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY • DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
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FOR COURT USE ONLY
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF KERN

PETITIONER:

RESPONDENT:

CASE NUMBER:
NOTICE OF LODGING

KRN SUP CRT FL-2712 (Optional Form)

Metropolitan Division: 1215 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93301

East Division: Mojave Branch 1773 Highway 58, Mojave, CA 93501

North Division: Delano/McFarland Branch 1122 Jefferson Street, Delano, CA 93215

East: Division: Ridgecrest Branch 132 E. Coso Street, Ridgecrest, CA 93555

North Division: Shafter/Wasco Branch 325 Central Valley Highway, Shafter, CA 93263

(Family Law)

NOTICE OF LODGING
(Family Law)

Petitioner /

Certified Copy – Birth Certificate

Certified Copy – Marriage License

Other:

Other:

Respondent herein submits the attached document(s) for lodging in the in the above-entitled

case. By signing below, party understands the document is lodged and not filed in this case. Party further understands,

upon completion of the case, the attached document may be returned to the filing party upon request.

DATED:

(Printed Name)

Petitioner / Respondent

Court Use Only

Lodged Documents Returned to Party: (date)

Received by

By

(Printed Name)

(clerk)

Adopted 3/16/2019
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INT-300

1

Name:

Your Information

State Bar No.:

Request for Interpreter (Civil)

Firm Name:

Fill in court name and street address:

Address:

Court fills in case number when form is filed.

City: State: Zip:

Case Number:

Superior Court of California, County of

Clerk stamps date here when form is filed.

Telephone:

E-Mail Address:

2 I am a party in this case 

Form Approved for OPTIONAL Use effective 1/1/2018
Form Approved for MODEL Use effective 7/1/2016

Judicial Council of California, www.courts.ca.gov

INT-300, Page 1 of 2
�(Civil)

Request for Interpreter

Fill out this form if you or a witness in your case needs an interpreter when
you are in court.

See instructions on page 2 of this form for more information.

(person requesting an interpreter). If you have a

lawyer, give your lawyer’s information.

(check one item below):

Plaintiff/Petitioner  Other (describe):Defendant/Respondent

3 I need an interpreter in the following language when I am in court:

español (Spanish)

Other:

Include town of origin, if you speak an indigenous language:

4 I have a witness who needs an interpreter for the following court date:
(Complete a separate form for each witness.)

a. Date: Time:

Department and judicial officer, if known:
No date is set yet.

b. The witness needs an interpreter in (check one):

The language marked above OR
Other (enter the language the witness speaks):

Date:
Signature of party or attorney

(Cantonese)

(Arabic)

(Farsi/Persian)

(Vietnamese)

(Punjabi)

(Korean)

(Russian)

(Mandarin)

Tagalog (Tagalog)

� � �

�

� � � �

� � � �

� � �

�

�

�

�



Case Number:Your Name:

INSTRUCTIONS

� Court proceedings are in English. If a party or witness does not speak or understand English well, he or she may need
an interpreter. The interpreter will allow him or her to testify, speak to the judge, and understand what others are
saying in court. Certified and registered court interpreters are trained to interpret in court. If you need language help,
you can ask the court to provide a court interpreter by filling out the first page of this form.

� You should complete this form if you or a witness in your case needs an interpreter. A witness is someone who
provides information in court, under oath. You should complete a separate form for every witness who needs language
help. Complete the first page and file it with the court. Check with your local court to find out how far in advance you
must file a request for an interpreter. You can also find out when the court will answer your request.

� Courts try to provide an interpreter in every language and in every civil case. The court will provide you with a
response to let you know if your request was granted. Sometimes, a court cannot provide an interpreter in every case.

Request for Accommodations
Assistive listening systems, computer-assisted real-time captioning, or sign language
interpreter services are available if you ask at least five days before the hearing. Contact the
clerk’s office or go to www.courts.ca.gov/forms for Request for Accommodations by Persons
With Disabilities and Response (Form MC-410). (Civ. Code, § 54.8.)

Form Approved for MODEL Use effective 7/1/2016
Form Approved for OPTIONAL Use effective 1/1/2018 (Civil)

Request for Interpreter INT-300, Page 2 of 2
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