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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KERN 

IN RE: REQUESTS FOR MENTAL HEAL TH Standing Order No.: 
DIVERSION (Penal Code§§ 1001.20, 1001.36, 
1001.80, and 1001.95) 

16 In order to shield the privacy interests of applicants for mental health diversions unde 

17 Penal Code §§ 1001.20, 1001.36, 1001.80, and 1001.95, the following rules shall govern 

18 application for entry into a mental health diversion program: 
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I. Time for Filing the Application: Applications for diversion shall be filed i 

compliance with California Rules of Court rule 4.111 and shall be filed an 

served at least IO court days prior to the hearing on the application. All paper 

opposing the application shall be filed at least five court days prior to the hearin 

on the application, and all reply papers shall be filed at least two court days prio 

to the hearing on the application. 
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2. Form of the Application, Opposition, and Reply: When filing an application fo 

mental health diversion, opposition, or reply, the parties shall: 

a. 

b. 

File all personal mental health and medical information presented in th 

application, opposition, or reply as a separate exhibit attached to 

application, opposition, or reply. Personal information subject to 

protection of this order includes, but is not limited to, the applicant' 

medical records, psychiatric care records, diagnostic records, treatmen 

opinions, progress reports, treatment plans, rap sheets, and unredacte 

copies of law enforcement reports. 

Include a request to seal the exhibit referenced in Paragraph 2.a. of thi 

Order. The request to seal shall be include sufficient facts to satisfy th 

following elements: (a) There exists an overriding interest that overcome 

the right of public access to the record; (b) The overriding interes 

supports sealing the record; (c) A substantial probability exists that th 

overriding interest will be prejudiced if the record is not sealed; (d) Th 

proposed sealing is narrowly tailored; and (e) No less restrictive mean 

exists to achieve the overriding interest. (See California Rules of Co 

rule 2.550(d).) 

3. Non-Compliance with this Order: The Clerk shall reject any filings that are not i 

compliance with this Order. 

THIS ORDER IS EFFECTIVE ON OCTOBER 28, 2026, AND WILL CONTINUE IN EFFEC 

22 UNLESS RESCINDED OR MODIFIED BY THIS COURT. 
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W. Lua, Presiding Judge 
Kern County Superior Court 
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